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President’s Message IR

Warm greetings to our dear members and friends!

As autumn settles in, bringing cooler temperatures and a beautiful display of
changing leaves, it's the perfect time to reflect on a wonderfully busy summer
filled with festivals and our delightful summer picnic.

In June, our talented performers, together with the Chimu don don group,
launched the Japan Festival with great enthusiasm, delivering an exciting

Linda Asato 30-minute performance that showcased karate, Okinawan dance, sanshin music,
President

and Eisa taiko. Despite the sweltering 90-degree heat, our dedicated performers _
worked tirelessly to entertain the audience, who came primarily from the
Midwest.

July brought our summer picnic, where we savored delicious homemade bentos
created by Michiko Ishikawa, featuring popular Okinawan dishes. Then, in August,
we were treated to an extraordinary performance by the talented Yasuhide
Uezu, who traveled from Okinawa to collaborate with our performers and the
Chimu don don groups. Over 500 guests reveled in a grand display of traditional
and contemporary Okinawan dances and music.

o A heartfelt thank you to all the performers, volunteers and spﬁfs“ors who
contributed to these events, proudly representing Chicago and the Okinawa
Kenjinkai community. /
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Wishing everyone a safe and peaceful holiday season, and we look forward to a
prosperous 2025!
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--News and Announcements—
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Ikuko Nichols accepting the Foreign Minister’s Award
from Consul General Jun Yanagi

Ikuko Nichols, recipient of the Foreign Minister’s Award

On Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, Ms. Ikuko Nichols received the prestigious Foreign Minister’s Award from the Consul General
of Japan, Jun Yanagi. The award was given for her service as the Okinawa Prefecture's certified Uchina Ambassador for
20 years and for contributing greatly to the preservation and dissemination of a wide range of Okinawan culture
through traditional Okinawan music, dance, martial arts, crafts, and food, as well as through cultivating the next
generation of leadership.

She has also contributed to the development of mutual understanding between the U.S. and Japan through her
dedicated support of the activities of the local Japanese American community, and her active cooperation in
introducing Japanese and Okinawan culture at Japanese festivals and other events.

Furthermore, as a Japanese language teacher at a public elementary school on the south side of Chicago for 10 years
until 2004, she contributed to the promotion and understanding of Japan through the spread of Japanese language
and culture to young people. This is the first time this award was presented to a member of the Chicago Okinawan
community. We are very proud of Mrs. Ikuko Nichols. Congratulations from the Kenjinkai!!

A Foreign Student in Okinawa
by Kobo Michaeli

This summer, | was given the opportunity to attend Okinawa Shogaku High
School in Okinawa known as "Okisho" as a foreign student. | attended Okisho
last summer as well, and my experience this year was even more fulfilling. Two
highlights of going to school were the karate and soccer experience.

As a soccer player in the U.S, going to Japan and playing soccer with the
school team was surprisingly different than in the U.S. For one, they played on
a sand field, which we don’t have except for baseball in the U.S, and the style
of play was much less focused on the physical aspect as it is in the U.S. | also
enjoyed the soccer and sports culture of highschool clubs as respect was a big
part of the culture. Respecting the coaches, other teammates, ground,
equipment, and managers were all major parts of the practice routine. The
players are also responsible for the equipment and cleaning up the field as if it
was not touched for the next day.

Kobo Michaeli (center) with Yuichi Uza,
brother of Uza sensei of Chicago

Karate is required to be taken once a week at Okisho and was mostly frowned
upon by the students. The class was still very school-like, with there being a
test on memorizing a sequence of moves and to execute them with the correct
form. As a student in Japan, you are assigned to one class, where you take
almost all your classes with. Karate and P.E. were the only exceptions,
meaning that | also had the opportunity to interact with students from other
classes. The only downside to the karate class was the Okinawan humidity
whilst in heavy karate uniforms, but in all, the experience was something I will
never forget.
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2024 Japan Festival at Millenium Park

JAPAN FESTIVAL
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--Preserving Okinawan arts and culture in Chicago--

In August 2024, the Okinawa Culture show “Yuiden” was held at New Trier High School for the first time in five
years. The event was named "Yuiden" because it represents the idea of uniting and sharing everyone’s thoughts
and passions. The event was a collaboration between the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai Performance group and
Chimu don don group (St. Matthew’s Eisa Team). With over 70 performers, we invited Mr. Yasuhide Uezu from
Okinawa to direct and support our effort for the show. The show opened with a dynamic flag dance followed by
the Ryubu, karate, sanshin, Eisa, and the shishimai lion performances. Approximately 500 guests attended who
came from as far away as Wisconsin, Canada and Japan to share this powerful and energetic performance with
us and to support the wonderful display of Okinawan culture in Chicago.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation for the warm support and cooperation of our officers,
volunteers, and sponsors and the entire audience who came to see us! Thank you! It is my sincere wish to
continue to share and create a warm and inviting Okinawan community in Chicago and pass on our passion and
“chimu gukuru” (gentle spirit) to the next generation. |ppei nifei deibiru!

-- Minori Yamaki, Vice President
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We fondly remember Misao Higa who passed

away peacefully on Tuesday, August 27, 2024, two # 1_-1’”,-.
days after her 99th Birthday in the Chicagoland ;(
area. She was the Beloved Wife of George Higa for <l

67 years and mother of two sons, Robert and
Perry Tadashi Higa. She was born on August 25,
1925 in Aiea, Hawaii to Kiho and Sada Asato and
was raised in Kitanakagusuku, Okinawa, Japan.
Misao was one of the original members of the
Kenjinkai that was started by her brother-in-law,
Tokujin Asato. We thank the Higa family for their
decades of support and contributions to our
organization.

Misao Higa Misao is survived by her sons, Robert and Perry Tadashi
1925-2024 . s Higa, her sisters and brothers, Yosh.ie (106 yrs) and :
-~ Miyeko (100 yrs), Ikuko and Katsumi, her grandsons, Bill
e and Chris (Mary); her great grandchildren: Charlotte and

m Lycas George; and many nieces & nephews.
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In Memory of Seikichi ITha, Karate Sensei
National Living Treasure from Okinawa

1932-2024

Seikichi Iha was a son of Okinawa and a Lansing, Michigan treasure.
He was born in 1932 on the small island prefecture less than 500 miles south of
mainland Japan. He lived through the Battle of Okinawa, among the bloodiest of
World War Il, and at 18 began studying karate. He came to the U.S. and by the early
1970s settled in Lansing, MI.
In the 50 years since he arrived, lha raised a family, opened his dojo and taught
countless students that karate — the martial art that, like him, came from Okinawa
— could be used for more than self defense.
"It was a way of life for him," his daughter Uto Iha said. "And it was much more of an
art than (anything else)."
lha, known as Sensei |ha to his many students, died on Aug. 3. He was 92.
His dojo, Original Okinawa Karate Iha Dojo in Lansing, held a celebration for lha's
life on Aug. 31 at the Japanese Garden at Michigan State University.
Iha's life was karate. He'd spent about 75 years learning and teaching the craft. It
was everything to him, but it didn't isolate him. Friendship, cooperation and balance
is what he taught.
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Introducing the Wrenn family who actively participate in
practices and performances with the sanshin group. Here
they talk about their initial contact with the Kenjinkai,
current involvement and their musical journey.

The Wrenn Family with sanshin group members at a book signing
performance for Jami Nakamura Lin

Yukako, Kaito, and Jeremy Wrenn have been performing for several years together. It all started when
Kaito joined St Matthew’s pre-school at age 4. Minori-sensei encouraged her students to learn Okinawan
culture and taught them how to perform Eisa, Okinawa’s traditional drum-dance. Kaito has performed in
the Chimu Don Don group since then, moving from paranku (small hand drum) to O-daiko (large shoulder
strap drum), and now performs in the Shishimai (lion) group. He is also learning tsugaru shamisen in his
spare time.

Yukako began learning sanshin shortly after and with the Chicago Okinawan Kenjinkai sanshin group has
performed in multi-state events, and has even performed in Okinawa, in the Uchinanchu international
event in Uruma and Naha. She practices sanshin every day and also studies the Okinawan languages in her
spare time.

Jeremy joined the sanshin group with Yukako, but quickly switched to the role of playing taiko, guitar, and
samba to support the sanshin players. Jeremy has been playing guitar since age 14 and has performed
internationally with his own band, Airiel. He was fortunate to also attend the Uchinanchu event and
perform in Naha with Yukako and Kaito. He is always amazed with watching his family grow musically. Like
his son, he is also learning Tsugaru shamisen in his spare time.

We would like to thank the Chicago Okinawan community for always being so kind and supportive. The
events are always fun, and the food is absolutely amazing!

Page 7



Wrenn Family - continued
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Okinawan Sweet Potato (Beni Imo)
The Okinawan or purple sweet potato has been a nutritious staple of the Okinawan diet since its
introduction in the 17th century from Asia. The plant’s physical characteristics made it ideal for
cultivation during periods of typhoons. It thus saved many from famine and starvation. Today the
purple sweet potato is commonly called beniimo (purple potato) because of its bright interior color.
In Okinawa, the potato is used for making tenpura, mochi, manju, chips and desserts. Here is a recipe
for beni imo croquette you can try.

Beni Imo Croquette

Yields: 18 pieces
2 cups (2 lbs) Purple sweet potato

1cup (1lb) Baking potato, boiled and peeled
8 oz. Imitation crab, shredded

1/2 cup Round onion, finely chopped
1tsp Salt

1/4 tsp Pepper

1 large Egg

2 tbsp Flour

1 Kamaboko, finely chopped

1/2 cup green onion, chopped

2 Eggs, beaten

1 pkg Panko (Japanese style bread crumbs

Oil for deep frying

Mash together both types of potato. Add crab, onion, salt,
pepper, one egg, flour, kamaboko, and green onion.

Mix thoroughly. Shape into oval patties. Dip into beaten eggs,
coat with panko and deep fry until golden brown.

Helpful Hint: Place the whole, unpeeled potatoes in 1/4 cup
of water, seal with plastic wrap and microwave on HIGH for 15
minutes. To mash, put potatoes in a zip-lock bag, release air,
seal and mash with a rolling pin.
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One of the newest sanshin member, Niina Nishihara talks
about her experience in America and her excitement to
play with the Chicago Okinawa sanshin group.

Haitai! Hajimiti~ya. Wanne~ Niina Nishihara yaibin. (Hello. Nice to meet you. I’m Niina Nishihara)

| came to Illinois last December to study English. | was born and raised in Okinawa, and here | am staying with
my aunt, who is also from Okinawa, and her family. When | was in high school, | participated in the "Uchina
Junior Study Program," where the children of overseas Okinawan emigrants were invited to Okinawa to live
with local students of the same age and learn about Okinawan history, culture, and nature. This experience
made me want to get involved with the local Okinawan Kenjinkai when | came to the United States. | learned
from the website that there would be a New Year's party in April, so | invited my aunt and cousin, and we
attended a Kenjinkai event together for the first time. After the New Year's party, | spoke to Minori-san, the
Vice President, and she introduced me to Mayumi-san, the leader of the sanshin group.

Afterward, | was also introduced to Uza-sensei, who teaches Karate. | started practicing the sanshin in earnest
for a performance called, Yuiden. | had only learned a few simple songs in music class before and had never
played while singing. As | started practicing sanshin, | began to understand the meanings of the lyrics in
Okinawan dialect that | had heard many times before in Okinawa. But it wasn’t until | came to the U.S. that |
truly understood them. There were about three months until the performance. | often felt frustrated and down
when | couldn’t play well, but | was determined to catch up with everyone more than anything. | enjoyed the
time spent practicing together, so | worked hard at it every day. The practice sessions with the members of the
sanshin group were always fun yet serious, and they were kind enough to encourage me as a beginner and
patiently practiced with me until | could play properly. They also gave me advice not only on the sanshin but
also on life in America. When someone said, "I'm so glad you joined us, Niina-chan," it made me happier than
anything.

On the day of the Yuiden performance, | was very nervous because my family was coming to watch, and | felt
so close to the audience. However, by the second half, | was enjoying it so much that | was dancing Kacha~shi~
with enthusiasm. | realized once again how much | love the familiar sound of Okinawan music.

Participating as a performer in this Yuiden and other Kenjinkai events made me deeply moved to see
people so far away from Okinawa. They love and take pride in Okinawan culture and are eager to pass it on
to the next generation. | truly respect them. At the same time, it made me realize how little | knew about
my own Okinawan heritage, even though | was born and raised there, and how much more | needed to
learn and pass on. Soon, | will be returning to Okinawa, but | want to continue to practice sanshin, and |
hope to return to the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai one day. | will do my best in Okinawa to make that happen.
| would like to express my deepest gratitude to Minori-san, who first introduced me to everyone at the New
Year's party, to Uza-sensei, who taught me karate, to Mitsue-san, who let me experience Eisa with my
cousin, and to Mayumi-san, the leader of the sanshin group, as well as all the members. | am also very
grateful to everyone else in the Kenjinkai who supported me. | hope to cherish these connections and look
forward to reuniting with everyone from the Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai at the Worldwide Uchinanchu
Festival, which is held once every five years in Okinawa, and | hope | can help at the event.

Lastly, | would like to end with a phrase that symbolizes the Okinawan culture of valuing human
connections and mutual support.

“Icharibacho~de~. Ippe~nife~de~biru” It means, "Once we meet, everyone becomes family." and “Thank
you.”

Niina Nishihara
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Niina Nishihara - continued
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Donations from June 2024 - Present
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Special Donation $1800: In memory of Mrs. Misao Higa. Donated by family and friends of Robert and

Perry Higa.

Special Donation $500: In memory of Mr. Paul Doi. Donated by Tonko Doi and family.
Special donation $100: In memory of Mr. Yusuke Arakaki. Donated by Wanda Arakaki

Platinum Level: Michiko Ishikawa $250
Gold Level $100 - $200: Tom and Nozomi Corrao, Hayako Kikuchi, Ikue Matsuda, Akiko Maeda, Yoshiko
Taki Murakami, Emil and Tomiko Schumaier, Miyako Tsuchida, Ritsuko and Dennis White, Miyoko

Whiteside

Silver Level under $100: Mayumi and Nathan Aaberg, Katsuko Grigsby, Masayuki Negoro, Chris Deiters, Kumiko
Walker, Tomoko and Mike Flowers

Linda Asato, President

773-593-4009
lhasatol@gmail.com

Taiko & Ryubu Dance
Mitsue Koch
773-706-0813
mk51@att.net

yamakimrl@hotmail.com

Welcome New Members!!

b,

Minori Yamaki, VP

¢ \ | 7 -
Okinawan Karate Okinawan Sanshin
Yujiro Uza Mayumi Tonks

uzadojo@yahoo.com 630-303-7005

mseino@hotmail.com
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Goodwill Ambassador
mishikawa601@gmail.com
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Michiko Ishikawa, Treasurer Satsuki Morgan, Secretary
satsukikitty@gmail.com

£ £

Ukulele Group
Kathy Serikaku
630-213-4343

We want to welcome 3 new members to our Kenjinkai family. We hope they will take advantage
of the many benefits our organization offers. Our apologies if we left anyone out.
Vito Gervasi, John O’Toole, Betty Segal

Yujiro Uza
Goodwill Ambassador
uzadojo@yahoo.com

Performance Contact
Kathy Nichols
kathleen_nichols@hotmail.com



Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai
P.O. Box 94
Elk Grove Village, IL 60009

Follow us on Facebook.com/ChiOkiKen
Website: www.chicagookinawakenjinkai.com




